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He is Risen! [He is Risen Indeed!!] 

 

Oh, to grasp the fullness of what it means to affirm, “He is risen Indeed.” Do 

you remember how last week Pastor Nick reminded us that those who 

shouted “Hosanna” as Jesus rode in to Jerusalem on Palm Sunday didn’t 

grasp the fullness of what they were saying? It would be easy for us to do 

the same.  “He is risen indeed” is the exclamation of a believer’s secure joy 

in the love of God that stands behind the cross and resurrection of Jesus.  

 

The resurrection is God’s “Amen” to the cross. By raising Jesus from the 

dead, God was affirming His full satisfaction in the sacrifice of Jesus. The 

resurrection was God’s way of saying that His wrath on our sin was fully 

spent and His favor was fully restored. The cross was the payment for our 

sin; the resurrection was the proof of purchase.  

 

So when we say, “He is risen indeed,” we are saying Amen to God’s amen! 

We are affirming God’s affirmation of the cross and all that it accomplished 

for us, including… 

� Fulfilling the law’s demands (Rom 3:23; 6:23) 

� Cancelling sin’s penalty (Col 2:13-14) 

� Liberating us from sin’s bondage (1 Pet 2:24) 

� Lifting the curse (Gal 3:13) 

� Replacing God’s wrath with favor (1 Jn 4:10; Rom 5:9) 

� Relinquishing Satan’s hold on us (1 Jn 5:19; Gal 1:4; Col 1:13) 

� Setting us free from the world (Gal 6:14) 

� Releasing God’s mercy and forgiveness (Rom 5:8; Col 2:13) like a flood 

� Purchasing the wardrobe of Christ’s righteousness for us (2 Cor 

5:21; Phil 3:9; Gal 3:27; Rom 13:14) 

� Reconciling us to God (Col 1:20, 22) 

� Making us joint-heirs with Christ (Titus 3:7) 

� Redeeming us by God’s power (1 Cor 1:18; Rom 1:16) 

 

But that’s just the beginning! The resurrection guarantees all the future 

blessings of grace and kindness that God will lavish on us. The resurrection 

secures every single moment of an endless eternity of God’s favor poured 

out on His beloved children.  

 

So when we say, “He is risen indeed,” we are exclaiming our joy in all that 

the cross has accomplished in the past and all that the resurrection of 

guarantees for the future.  

 

Now, what I don’t want you to miss is the heart of God that stands behind it 

all. What you must see is the massive, weighty, eternal, infinite, glory of 

God’s love—for you 

 

Behind the cross and all it accomplishes for us is the intense passion of 

God’s love. This is why the hymn writer wrote: 

 

What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul, what wondrous love is 

this that caused the Lord of bliss to bear the dreadful curse for my soul.  

When I was sinking down, sinking down, Christ laid aside His crown for my 

soul.  

 

God’s love stands not only behind the cross, but also behind the 

resurrection and all that it guarantees of God’s unending favor. This is why 

we sing: 

 

O the deep, deep love of Jesus, vast, unmeasured, boundless, free! Rolling 

as a mighty ocean in its fullness over me. Underneath me, all around me is 

the current of Thy love…Tis an ocean vast of blessing, Tis a haven sweet of 

rest.  

 

So when we exclaim, “He is risen indeed,” we are saying a joyful yes to all 

that cross has accomplished, all the Father’s favor the resurrection secures, 

and the massive, weighty, infinite, eternal love of God that overwhelms us 

like an ocean.  



 

Now let’s turn our attention to Ephesians 2, so I can show you that neither 

the hymn writers nor this preacher are exaggerating the worth of God’s 

love.  

 

Paul frames the love of God in this passage by marking the contrast 

between what we once were apart from Christ and what we are now in 

Christ. Note the structure of this passage. Verses 1-3 speak of the past—

what we were. Verses 5-7 speak of our new reality in Christ. Verse 4 is the 

hinge upon which the door of change opens. That hinge is God’s great love!  

 

God’s great love has saved us from the utter depths of human depravity. 

 

By depravity we simply mean that every part of our human nature has been 

corrupted by sin—spiritually, mentally, emotionally, and relationally. Sin has 

had two primary effects on our relationship with God. First it has separated 

us from God. It has cut us off from the God of life to such a degree that vs. 1 

says we “were dead in our transgressions and sins.” Dead does not mean 

merely disadvantaged or even handicapped. It means completely unable to 

rescue ourselves—without spiritual life, “having no hope and without God 

in this world” (Eph 2:12). Those who do not have a relationship of faith in 

Jesus are walking around physically alive, but spiritually dead. This is 

explains why they feel empty, lost, and confused. This is what you were 

before Christ—dead in your sins!  

 

A second way that sin has affected our relationship with God is making you 

a hostile enemy of God. Sin is breaking God’s commands, and violating the 

very purpose for which you were created—to know, love, worship, and 

enjoy God. The end of verse 3 says we “were by nature children of wrath.” 

God’s response of holy justice toward sin is righteous indignation—wrath. 

And the only way to be rescued from God’s wrath is to be reconciled to Him 

through His Son.  

 

John 3:36—“Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; whoever does not 

obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God remains on Him.” The 

wrath of God looms over those who reject Christ. The picture that comes to 

my mind is driving down the road and beginning to feel stick to my 

stomach—I don’t feel safe, as deep black clouds begin to engulf me. I turn 

my lights because it is as dark as night, just waiting for the heavens to 

unleash torrents of rain, hail, and tornadoes. In the same way the wrath of 

God looms over every unbeliever; the seconds of their physical life ticking 

away not knowing when it will end with no spiritual life to sustain them 

after death—only eternal judgment. No matter how many “good works” 

they do in the world’s eyes, their very nature (sinful nature) condemns 

them—they are children of wrath. That’s what you once were! 

 

But not only does Paul identify our previous condition as children of wrath, 

dead in our sin, he describes what life was like in that state. First, we walked 

in agreement with this world which is hostile toward God. Vs. 2—“You 

formerly walked according to the course of this world.” Apart from Christ, 

you were captive to the thinking and social values of this secular age that 

defies God.  

 

Not only that, you were under the dominion of Satan who temporarily acts 

as the rebel ruler of this world. That’s what verse 2 means when it says you 

walked “according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is 

now working in the sons of disobedience.” An unbeliever’s rejection of God, 

living day by day in disregard of God, is parallel to and vulnerable to Satan’s 

rebel rule.  

 

Yet not only were you captive to the world’s ways and the devil’s dominion, 

you were also captive to your own God-forsaking desires. Vs. 3—“Among 

them we too all formerly lived in the lusts of our flesh, indulging the desires 

of the flesh and mind…” We do what we do because we want what we want. 

And before we were saved, what we wanted was to live for ourselves, to 

please ourselves, giving no concern to pleasing God or experiencing His 

pleasure over us. This is why people run to so many things that eventually 

enslave them, whether substances, sex, money, materialism, power, or 

control. Their hearts are a factory of desires but they lack the one desire 

they were made for—to love God and be loved by God.  



 

This is what you once were, dead in your sins, enslaved to the dominion of 

the world, the devil, and the flesh, and therefore deserving of God’s wrath.  

“But God...!” Here are the two most surprising, astonishing words we could 

ever hope to hear—words that turn despair to hope, rebellion to love, 

death to life, and judgment to blessing! “But God, being rich in mercy, 

because of His great love with which He loved us, even when we were dead 

in our transgressions [even when we were deserving His wrath], made us alive 

together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), and raised us up with 

Him, and seated us with Him in heavenly places in Christ Jesus…” (vs. 4-6). 

 

So not only has God saved us from the utter depth of our sinfulness, His has 

also raised us to the supreme heights of His favor as beloved children.  

 

God’s great love has raised us to the supreme heights of divine favor.  

 

Let’s take a moment to soak in verse 4. God is rich in mercy. He’s not lacking 

mercy, He’s not limited in mercy, He has an overabundance of mercy to 

pour out on sinners who trust Him. Mercy expresses how God works, but 

where does that mercy come from? Why should He express mercy toward 

sinners? Paul gives us the reason: “because of His great love with which He 

loved us…” Mercy flows out of love. Inexhaustible mercy flows out of the 

loving heart of God. Paul highlights “His great love with which He loved us” 

in light of how undeserving we were of God’s kindness in vs. 1-3. God’s 

mercy toward you is not determined by your lovability or impressiveness 

but solely on God’s character and nature of pure, limitless love. This is really 

good news because it means that what qualifies you to receive God’s grace 

is not your performance or record which is faulty, but God’s perfect, 

overabundant love.  

 

In vs. 5-6 Paul goes on to detail precisely how God has lavished His merciful 

love upon us. He made us alive—spiritually alive! He raised us up with 

Christ! That is, we have been restored to God’s favor, no longer under 

condemnation but free from the guilt of our sin. When we trust in Christ, we 

are granted the very favor and affection that God has for His most beloved 

Son. Furthermore, we have been seated with Christ in the heavenlies.  We 

have a new home, a new destiny, and therefore a new identity.  

 

How is that we are seated in the heavenlies when we are not there yet.  

Have you ever gone to a wedding reception only to discover that you had 

been seated before you got there—there was a little name tag at your place 

reserving that seat for you. So believers have a reservation as citizens of 

heaven.  

 

And all of this solely on the basis of God’s grace, not because of any credit 

we have earned (by grace you have been saved).  

 

But why? What is God’s purpose in doing this for us? It only gets better. Vs 7 

states God’s purpose: “So that in the ages to come He might show the 

surpassing riches of His grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.” God’s 

desire is to display the innumerable, invaluable, abundance of the 

multifaceted riches of His grace. And the way He’s going to do it is by 

lavishing His kindness on you for all eternity. One of the reasons heaven is 

eternal, is because no amount of time could ever exhaust the storehouse of 

God’s infinite grace and kindness. If you have struggled with depression, if 

you grew up with parents that mostly frowned on you, or if you live with a 

spouse that rarely smiles on you, you need to know that God smiles on you 

and throughout the ages of eternity you will have an increasing ability to 

absorb His smile on you.  

 

This is God’s heart toward His children. This was God’s heart-desire behind 

the cross and resurrection. When we affirm that Christ is risen, we are 

saying yes to God’s smile of love, we are saying yes to God’s delight in 

showering us with eternal kindness!  Perhaps now you can see why I 

referred to God’s love as massive, weighty, eternal, infinite, and glorious.  

 

What I want you to see is that all that God has done for us, all that we have 

in Christ, and all that God will do for us in eternity hangs on the love of God 

in vs. 4. I went looking for an illustration this week that could help us 

visualize how everything we have in Christ hangs on the love of God by His 



mercy. I ended up in Manchester England just 90 miles north of Birmingham 

where our youth will be ministering this summer [night picture]. Here’s a 

picture of the Hulme Arch Bridge. Imagine the roadway [sideview pix] to be 

all that we have in Christ (new life, reconciliation with God, new identity as 

God’s beloved children, heaven, and an eternity of God’s grace and kindness 

being poured out on you). All of this is held by the many cables of God’s 

mercy, but all its weight hangs on the massive arch of God’s love.  

 

� We were once dead in our sins, but God’s great love has made us alive together 

with Christ.  

� We were once enslaved under the dominion of the world, the flesh, and the devil, 

but God’s great love has seated in the heavenlies under God’s loving rule.  

� We were once children of wrath, but God’s great love has set us under the smiling 

favor of God’s kindness.  

 

God’s great love gives us reason for hope, joy, confidence, courage, and 

worship as God’s beloved children, even in the darkest storms. There is only 

one worthy response to such undeserved love and that is to love God with 

all of our heart, soul, mind and strength.  

 

But what if you are not yet reconciled to God? How might you come under 

the massive, weighty, infinite, eternal love of God to be upheld by His 

mercy? 

 

God’s great love is yours by grace through faith.  

 

That’s what verses 8-9 mean: “For by grace you have been saved through 

faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a result of 

works, so that no one may boast.”  

 

To be saved by grace is to be saved from the judgment of your sin, not by 

what you do, but by what Christ has done on your behalf. Faith is how you 

take hold of what Christ has done. Faith is not just accepting facts about the 

death and resurrection of Jesus—even His enemies did that. Faith is 

entering a relationship of trust in Jesus, as in marriage when you pledge 

your faith to another, you are no longer your own. All that God offers you, 

comes in the person of Jesus. This is why Paul used the phrase “with Christ” 

or “in Christ” 5 times.1 God doesn’t give you anything lasting apart from a 

relationship with Jesus in which you abandon your rebel independence and 

trust Him as the Lord of our life.   

 

Perhaps you’ve grown up with these truths. You feel that you have always 

been a Christian because you grew up understanding what Christ did for you. 

But I’m not merely talking about being familiar with what the Bible teaches 

or being able to talk about the gospel. I’m not talking about having the right 

answers or right opinions about things. I’m talking about seeing God in a 

way that makes your heart come alive; seeing your sin in a way that grieves 

you and breaks your pride; seeing the death of Jesus as what you really 

deserve and loving Jesus as though nothing else ultimately matters. Do you 

have a relationship with Jesus in the most personal sense?  

 

Here’s the bottom line: God must judge your sin because He is holy. His 

judgment will either fall on you or it will fall on Christ on your behalf as you 

trust in Him.  

 

Without Jesus... 

� You are spiritually dead in your sins, but if you will trust in Jesus, 

God’s great love will make you alive together with Christ.  

� You are held captive under the dominion of the world, your own 

flesh, and the devil, but if you surrender to Christ, God’s great love 

will transfer your citizenship to the heavenlies under His loving rule.  

� You are under God’s wrath, but if you will embrace Jesus, God’s 

great love will set you under God’s favor and kindness for all 

eternity.  

 

So what will you do with Jesus?  

 

                                                           
1 “He made us alive together with Christ…and raised us up with Him, and seated us 

with Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that in the ages to come He might 

show the surpassing riches of His grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.” (again 

in vs. 10) 


